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Service in the unit as a lone soldier // senjamin Breger

Due to my sense of responsibility to my home-
land, Israel, | felt compelled to contribute my
time and serve in the IDF. Straight after finish-
ing school in 2016, I left South Africa, my close
knit, loving family, community as well as
friends and set off for what would probably be
the most challenging journey of my life.

The months following my arrival in Israel, |
spent at an Ulpan on Kibbutz Sde Eliyahu. It
was there that | started my never-ending jour-
ney of learning Hebrew. After spending hours
in the classroom and every second day work-
ing the kibbutz fields, | completed this
5-month Ulpan.
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Thereafter, | moved to Kvutzat Yavne. This was
to be my final stage in prepagimg for my army

service.

Despite most peopler®@oingwith the flow” as
far as choices of units ywent, L.\was determined
to find something®@ifferent. After hearing
about Rochev Shamayim and speaking to
those serving there, | was sure that this unit
had my name written all over it. After a risky
journey from my draft to the Gibbush, | finally
started my training in Maslul 25. Although my
training was tough and long, without family
support as well as navigating a new language
and culture, | nevertheless knew that | was in
a special and unique unit of astounding and

exceptional calibre people. Due to the intense
and demanding mental and physical training, |
have acquired wisdom beyond my years. De-
spite how challenging the last 2.8 years were,

the rewards are immeasurable.

| believe that my Lone Soldier experience in
Rochev Shamayim has shaped me into a deter-
mined, independent, motivated, mature and
resilient person. This self-sufficiency has given
me wisdom and tools, which | have no doubt |
will be able to draw on for the rest of my: life.
Thisincredible journey has enabled me to inte-
grate into Israeli society.

The biggest gift | have taken away from this
unit is that | have embraced my new home
and culture and also have acquired a circle of
remarkable human beings that will be lifelong
friends.

staff sergeant Benjamin Breger
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